MAINTAIN THE

PURITY OF
RAINWATER
Rainwater is a good supply of clean, fresh water for drinking
and other household purposes. It is important that tanks
are properly maintained to ensure safe water supplies.
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HOW TO MAINTAIN THE PURITY OF
YOUR RAINWATER?
Biological contamination from birds resting on TV aerials,
possums, rodents and frogs can contaminate your tank
water with bacteria. For example, salmonella and
gastroenteritis from mosquitoes breeding in unscreened
tanks.
Chemical pollutants on the roof such as, dust, rust, pesticide
overspray, deteriorating lead paint and woodfire particles
may also wash into the tank and contaminate your water
supply.
Protected rainwater will remain safe for drinking if you:
Keep your gutters clean.
Screen tank inlets and overflows with flywire.
Ensure the inlet screen is in good condition.
Fit a diverter so the first rain following a dry spell
flushes the roof and allows the tank to be filled with
water from a clean roof.

HOW TO DISINFECT YOUR WATER SUPPLY?
If required, clear water can be disinfected by adding:
Liquid Sodium hypochlorite (liquid) with 12.5% chlorine
Rate 40ml Sodium hypochlorite to every 1000L of water
OR
Granual Calcium hypochlorite (granual) with 75% chlorine
Rate
7 grams to every 1000L of water
It is important to mix the disinfectant in a plastic bucket out in
the open air before adding it to the tank. Do not add any of
the sludge left in the bottom of the bucket after mixing.
Ideally the water should not be used for 24 hours after adding
the disinfectant to ensure all harmful bacteria is destroyed and
the odours produced by the action of chlorinating will also be
reduced.
Water can also be sterilised by boiling for at least five
minutes and stored in the refrigerator until needed.
For more information on Rainwater Tanks or tanks for Private
Water Supplies visit NSW Health at health.nsw.gov.au

